
 

 

 

 
Course Syllabus 

 
Course 

 
PSYC 2750 Introduction to Measurement and Statistics  
 

Term 
 

Fall II 2008  
Saturday 1 October 18 – December 06, 2008 

Instructor Name: 
Phone: 
Email: 
 

Lorraine Rosales 
803-338-8242 
lrosales56@webster.edu 

Catalog Descr iption 
 

 
Designed to aid the student in learning how to “make sense ” of a body of  
numbers; how to summarize and extract information from numbers; how  
to detect, measure, and use relationships between variables; and how to  
use statistical aids to the decision-making process.   
 

Prerequisites 
 

 
PSYC 1100, ANSO 1010, ANSO 1070, or permission of the instructor.  

Course Level 
Learning Outcomes 
 
 

 
1. Develop an understanding and appreciation of the process of  
quantifying human qualities and behavior.  
 
2. Become familiar with related ethical principle systems and incorporate  
them into her/his work practice.  
 
3. Have a solid understanding of basic descriptive numerical concepts and  
how they may aid her/his ability to understand individuals and groups.  
 
4. Know how to set up and administer basic career, aptitude and clinical  
assessments.  
 
5. Perform a professional clinical interview including a biopsychosocial  
and write the formal report.  
 

Mater ials 
 

Jackson, Sherri L. Research Methods and Statistics; A Critical Thinking 
Approach. 3rd Edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thompson Learning 
ISBN: 0495-51001-7 
Kirkpatrick, L. A. & Feeney, B. C. (2006).  A simple guide to SPSS for 
Windows: Versions 14.0.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thompson Learning.  
Calculators:   
You will need a calculator that performs statistical functions. You will find 
that as the course progresses, a good calculator will be absolutely 
essential to maintain accuracy, efficiency, and some degree of sanity.   
 

Grading  



 

 A   90 - 100      D    69-60        
B   89 – 80       F     Below 60  
C   79 - 70 
 
Methods of assessment: 
 

Quizzes, in class assignments 10% 
Homework 15% 
SPSS Assignments 15% 
Midterm 30% 
Final exam 30%     

      
1. Homework - Problem sets will be assigned. These problem sets are 
designed for use as a tool to help you learn and practice the statistics that 
we discuss in class. You are free to work with others on them, but you 
must each hand in your own papers. Late homework assignments will not 
be accepted.  
 
2. SPSS computer assignments - In order to give you a brief introduction 
to how some statistical software packages work, you will be required to do 
assignments with SPSS over the course of the semester. In addition, you 
will have to write up the results from these analyses following APA style.  
 
3. Exams - There will be a midterm and final exam during the course of the 
semester. The midterm will be a take home exam. All exams will be open 
book, open notes, and you can use your calculators.  
  
Makeup Quizzes: Makeup quizzes will not be given except in the case of 
an emergency. If you know that you will not be present on the date of a 
quiz due to school-related events, personal, or health reasons, please see 
me or call me BEFORE the exam. If an emergency arises and it is not 
possible to contact me before the exam, you must contact me within 2 
HOURS of the quiz or you will receive a ZERO.  
  

Activities 
 

See Weekly Schedule 

Policy Statements: 
University Policies 
 

University policies are provided in the current course catalog and course 
schedules.   They are also available on the university website. This class is 
governed by the university’s published policies. The following policies are 
of particular interest:  
 
Academic Honesty 

The university is committed to high standards of academic honesty. 
Students will be held responsible for violations of these standards. 
Please refer to the university’s academic honesty policies for a 
definition of academic dishonesty and potential disciplinary actions 
associated with it.  

 



 

Drops and Wi thdrawals 
Please be aware that, should you choose to drop or withdraw from 
this course, the date on which you notify the university of your 
decision will determine the amount of tuition refund you receive. 
Please refer to the university policies on drops and withdrawals 
(published elsewhere) to find out what the deadlines are for dropping 
a course with a full refund and for withdrawing from a course with a 
partial refund. 

 
Special Services    

If you have registered as a student with a documented disability and 
are entitled to classroom or testing accommodations, please inform 
the instructor at the beginning of the course of the accommodations 
you will require in this class so that these can be provided.  

 
Disturbances 

Since every student is entitled to full participation in class without 
interruption, disruption of class by inconsiderate behavior is not 
acceptable. Students are expected to treat the instructor and other 
students with dignity and respect, especially in cases where a 
diversity of opinion arises. Students who engage in disruptive 
behavior are subject to disciplinary action, including removal from 
the course. 
 

Student Assignments Retained 
From time to time, student assignments or projects will be retained 
by The Department for the purpose of academic assessment.   In 
every case, should the assignment or project be shared outside the 
academic Department, the student's name and all identifying 
information about that student will be redacted from the assignment 
or project.  

 
Contact Hours for this Course 

It is essential that all classes meet for the full instructional time as 
scheduled.   A class cannot be shortened in length.   If a class session 
is cancelled for any reason, it must be rescheduled. 
 

Course Policies This syllabus may be revised at the discretion of the instructor 
without the prior notification or consent of the student.  The schedule 
below presents an approximate expectation of course progress.  
The instructor reserves the right to add, delete, or modify any weeks 
of this schedule.  The instructor also reserves the right to change 
the overall course grade weighting.  Any changes will be announced 
in class.  
If you miss class you are responsible for getting notes and 
assignments.  No late homework will be accepted and missed 



 

quizzes will receive scores of zero unless prior approval to 
miss class is obtained from the instructor.   
Makeup exams will be scheduled only if arranged in advance of 
the scheduled exam date. 

Weekly Schedule Schedule 
 

WK DATE TOPIC Reading 
1 Sat. 10/18 Orientation; Syllabus Review – 

Thinking like a scientist, Getting 
Started, APA Communication 
Guideline, Variables  

Ch. 1-3 & 
13 

2 Sat. 11/01 Descriptive Methods, Data 
Organization and Descriptive 
Statistics, Correlational Methods 
MIDTERM HANDOUT 

Ch. 4-6 

3 Sat. 11/15 Hypothesis Testing & Inferential 
Statistics, Two Group Designs, 
Experimental Designs 

Ch. 7, 9, 10 

4 Sat. 11/29 ANOVA, Quasi-Experimental & 
Single Case Designs, Appendix B 

Ch. 11-12 & 
App. B 

5 Sat. 12/06 FINAL EXAM  
 

Classes will be divided into thirds (may vary):  
Classes will convene promptly after each break.  
  
 I.  Lecture, Break  
 II. Lecture, Class Participation, Break  
 III. Class Assignments, Quizzes  
 

Additional 
Information 

Attendance/Participation. Each and Every Class.  If you have any 
difficulty attending class meetings, please inform me as soon as possible 
so you and I can make arrangements. Not only is your attendance 
necessary in this course, your participation is also expected in class 
activities and discussions. The textbook readings must be completed prior 
to the class meetings in order to facilitate classroom discussion. 
 
2.  Stay ahead. That is, make sure you read what you are expected to read 
and complete the homework.  
 
9. Don’t Panic...bring a towel into class and remember your Babel fish. 
Keep your sense of  
humor and be patient. 

 


